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PRE-APPLICATION DOCUMENT 
 

BISHOP CREEK HYDROELECTRIC PROJECT 
FERC PROJECT NO. 1394 

 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA EDISON COMPANY 

BISHOP, CALIFORNIA 
 
 
1.0 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 BACKGROUND 

Southern California Edison Company (SCE) is the licensee, owner and operator of the Bishop 

Creek Hydroelectric Project (Project), Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) Project 

No. 1394 located on Bishop Creek near the community of Bishop in Inyo County, California. 

Project facilities are located within the Inyo National Forest and the John Muir Wilderness 

(managed by the U.S. Forest Service [USFS]), lands managed by Bureau Land Management 

(BLM) and on private lands. The Project consists of five developments: Power Plants 2 through 

6 on the Middle Fork of Bishop Creek. Three primary storage reservoirs include Southlake 

Reservoir, Sabrina Lake and Longley Lake. The Project also utilizes diversions and flowlines 

that collect water from Green Creek (a tributary to Bishop Creek), Birch Creek and McGee 

Creek. SCE currently operates the Project under a 30-year license that was issued by FERC on 

July 19, 1994. Because the current license will expire on June 30, 2024, SCE is seeking a license 

renewal to continue operation and maintenance (O&M) of the Project.  

1.2 DOCUMENT PURPOSE AND CONTENT 

This Pre-Application Document (PAD has been prepared in compliance with 18 Code of Federal 

Regulation (CFR) Part 5, which defines the form and content requirements of the document. The 

purpose of the PAD is to provide FERC, federal and state agencies, and other interested 

stakeholders with background information related to Project facilities and engineering, 

operational, economic and environmental aspects of the Project. The PAD defines pertinent 

Project issues and potential study needs. In accordance with the regulations, the PAD and 

associated Notice of Intent (NOI) have been filed with FERC, and distributed to federal and state 
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resource agencies, local governments, relevant tribal entities, non-governmental organizations 

(NGO) and other interested parties. 

The information contained in this document was assembled based on the requirements set forth 

in 18 CFR §5.6 (c) and (d) and is organized as follows: 

Accompanying this PAD and appendices (Volume I) are additional volumes that will form the 

basis of the anticipated relicensing process: 

• Volume II (Consultation Record) summarizes contacts and consultations completed as 
part of the early consultation process.  

• Volume III (Proposed Technical Study Plans [Study Plans]) will form the basis of the 
proposed Study Plans to be used by FERC to consider its response to the scoping process.  

• Volume IV (Cultural Resources-Confidential Information) contains information that 
provides details on the location(s) of sensitive cultural resources. Disclosure of this 
information could be harmful to these resources. Pursuant to 18 CFR §385.1112, SCE 
requests confidential treatment of this information.  

• Volume V (One-Line Diagrams), contains information required by 18 CFR § 5.6(d)(2) 
that SCE considers to be Critical Energy Infrastructure Information (CEII), and therefore 
will be filed separately.  

 




