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Question 017:  
What percentage of hazards identified by machine learning were not captured by inspectors 
previously? 
 
Response to Question 017:  
In 2020, SCE’s aerial inspection program piloted a machine learning model to detect deteriorated 
cross arms.  The machine learning model was trained on defects identified by human inspectors.  
The machine learning model was validated by the aerial inspection program inspectors.  The model 
correctly identified an additional 1.72% of the hazards beyond what the inspectors identified.  
Because the model also incorrectly identified potential hazards, the model is currently used in an 
advisory mode meaning when the model detects a defect, the structure is prioritized for a human 
inspector to review.   

 


