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SCE Public Involvement Program 
Tehachapi Renewable Transmission Project  

 
 
 
Overview: 
 
SCE encourages communication and outreach to property owners, local communities, 
local business, elected and appointed officials, and other interested parties.  SCE’s goal is 
to ensure that the company understands, and addresses where possible, issues of interest 
or potential concern regarding its proposed projects.   
 
As SCE prepared to engage in Public Involvement for the TRTP, it developed a plan to 
assess local community concerns and needs by: 
 
• Identifying the communities traversed and within one mile of the proposed project. 
• Researching these communities using demographic information, community 

websites, and community news sources. 
• Identifying key stakeholders for consultation. 
• Developing “Community-Based Outreach Zones” for the proposed project based on 

community research and information from SCE Local Public Affairs Region 
Managers who are responsible for the identified communities. 

 
Public Involvement Communications and Education 
 
 
Project Fact Sheet:  
 
SCE developed a master Project Fact Sheet and eight area-specific Zone Inserts 
corresponding to the eight Community Based Outreach Zones developed through the 
community assessment process. 
 
On March 19, 2007, SCE mailed the Fact Sheets and Zone Inserts to all property owners 
within 300 feet of the proposed project route.  Additionally, the Project Fact Sheet and 
Zone Inserts were sent to elected and appointed officials, and other interested parties 
along the project route and project area.   The materials provided basic information about 
the project’s scope and purpose.  Included in the Fact Sheet and Zone Inserts was contact 
information for SCE Local Public Affairs Regional Managers whom would be 
responsible for addressing project questions and providing additional information.  In 
addition, the Fact Sheets and Zone Inserts provided information about how to access 
SCE’s TRTP website and information about the project approval process.  
 
To address the needs of SCE’s increasingly diverse customers, SCE developed the 
Project Fact Sheet in Spanish, Korean and Chinese, and provided copies of these fact 
sheets on the project website. 
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Copies of the Project Fact Sheet and Zone Inserts are attached. 
 
Additional Project Literature: 
 
To facilitate briefings with local, state and federal elected officials, as well as provide 
additional information to the general public SCE published the brochure entitled 
“Greening the Grid.”  In addition to providing TRTP project information, this brochure 
focused on TRTP’s renewable energy benefits, emphasizing California’s Renewable 
Portfolio Standard requirements, the wind-rich Tehachapi Wind Resource Area, and 
SCE’s renewable energy leadership.  This brochure was made available on SCE’s project 
website for review and use by the general public. 
 
A copy of this brochure is attached. 
 
Project Website: 
 
SCE developed a project website for TRTP that contains the aforementioned Project Fact 
Sheets, Zone Inserts, and “Greening the Grid Brochure”.  The TRTP website is found at   
www.sce.com/tehachapi and can also be accessed through SCE’s main www.sce.com, 
which includes a list of current SCE transmission projects, including the TRTP.  In 
addition, the website contained information on the Open Houses as well as project 
contacts for additional information. 
 
Open Houses:  
 
SCE conducted a series of nine Open Houses in communities along the line route during 
April 2007.  The Open Houses were conducted in the Community Based Outreach Zones 
identified by SCE.  Invitations to the Open Houses were mailed on March 27, 2007, to all 
property owners within 300 feet of the proposed project route, elected and appointed 
officials, and other interested parties along the project route and in the project area.  In 
addition, information about the Open Houses was published in over 20 local newspapers, 
including major daily papers and weekly community papers.  Information was also 
placed in Chinese, Korean, and Spanish language papers.   
 
Open Houses have served as an important outreach opportunity enabling the public to 
learn about the project and to interact with project specialists, while also enabling SCE to 
identify issues of concern.  Project Team Members and Subject Matter Experts (SMEs) 
staffed information tables to assist the public with specific questions.  SMEs included 
EMF Specialists, Corporate Real Estate Representatives, Environmental Specialists, 
Construction Representatives, and Local Public Affairs Region Managers. 
 
In communities where appropriate, SCE had representatives attend who were fluent in 
such languages as Spanish, Chinese and Korean to assist non-English speaking attendees.   
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Storyboards, visuals, and maps served a vital role at the Open Houses to assist in 
communicating project details and information. Both informal questions and those 
collected on comment cards were noted and follow-up responses planned. 
 
The Open Houses were held on the following dates in the following communities.  The 
locations of the Open House consisted of public facilities such as libraries, community 
centers, schools, and city halls, as well as an SCE Service Center.1 
 
Wednesday, April 11, 2007 – Rosamond (Zone A) 
 
Thursday, April 12, 2007 – Lancaster (Zone B) 
 
Monday, April 16, 2007  – Diamond Bar (Zone H) 
 
Tuesday, April 17, 2007  – Rosemead (Zone E) 
 
Wednesday, April 18, 2007  – Hacienda Heights (Zone G) 
 
Thursday, April 19, 2007  – Ontario (Zone H) 
 
Monday, April 23, 2007 – Pasadena (Zone D) 
 
Wednesday, April 25, 2007 – Duarte (Zone F) 
 
Thursday, April 26, 2007 – Chino Hills (Zone H) 
 
In response to general issues identified by attendees at the Open Houses, SCE developed 
a Frequently Asked Question (FAQ) document, and mailed the document to Open House 
attendees and posted the document on the project website. 
 
Copies of Open House invitations, Open House storyboards (representative sample 
handout), FAQs, Open House ads, and a matrix showing all newspapers in which SCE 
placed ads are attached. 
 
Local Elected and Government Officials Briefings:  
 
SCE personnel informed Los Angeles County, Kern County and San Bernardino County 
elected and appointed officials, including county supervisors and/or their staff, and 
regional planning officials. 
 
In addition, SCE personnel informed city managers, planning directors, and council 
members for all cities directly affected by the project route regarding the proposed 
project. 

                                           
1 Zone C, primarily in the Angeles National Forest, was included as part of all Open House presentations. 
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As part of the initial county and city official briefings, SCE sought local land use 
information to be considered, where applicable, in the TRTP Proponent’s Environmental 
Assessment. 
 
SCE Region Managers met with staff and elected officials between January 2007 and 
June 2007 in the cities of Arcadia, Azusa, Baldwin Park, Bradbury, Chino, Chino Hills, 
Diamond Bar, Duarte, El Monte, Industry, Irwindale, Lancaster, La Canada Flintridge, La 
Habra Heights, Monrovia, Montebello, Monterey Park, Ontario, Palmdale, Pasadena,  
Pico Rivera, Rosemead, San Gabriel, South El Monte, Tehachapi, Temple City, Whittier 
and the counties of Kern, Los Angeles and San Bernardino.  In addition, all elected 
officials were provided Fact Sheets and invitations to the TRTP Open Houses.   
 
State and Federal Officials Briefings:  
 
SCE personnel met with federal and state legislators and/or their staff whose districts are 
traversed by the proposed project, as well as legislative and committee leaders.  Briefings 
occurred in Sacramento, Washington D.C., and local district offices. 
 
On April 16 and 17, 2007, information was provided to California delegation energy 
representatives, staff from the Department of Energy and the USDA, California senatorial 
and congressional members and staff affected by the proposed route including 
Congressional Districts 22, 25, 26, 32, 38, 41, and 43.    
 
On March 14, 15 and April 10, 2007, SCE personnel met with state legislators and/or 
their staff for State Senate Districts 13, 17, 18, 24 and State Assembly Districts 32, 34, 
36, 37, 38, 44, 49, 59, 60, and 61.  Briefings were also provided to district field staff upon 
request.     
 
Additional Meetings, Presentations and Consultations: 
 
SCE personnel have attended local city council meetings and community meetings to 
discuss, share and respond to questions about the TRTP.   
 
SCE has consulted with a variety of project stakeholders, including various local town 
councils for some of the unincorporated areas traversed by the project such as the Acton, 
Antelope Acres and Leona Valley.  Other groups consulted by SCE include habitat 
authorities, environmental organizations, and Native American organizations, including 
the Antelope Valley Group of the Sierra Club, Amigos De Los Rios, the Puente Hills 
Landfill Native Habitat Preservation Authority, Rowland Heights Coordinating Council, 
San Bernardino Trails Commission, San Gabriel Mountains Resource Conservancy, 
Whittier Conservancy, and the Whittier Community County Coordinating Council. 
 
In addition, a part of its TRTP outreach, SCE has also met with developers, conservation 
authorities, chamber and other business groups and school districts that have current or 
proposed schools near the route. Representative groups include the Regional Chamber 
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Alliance, Antelope Valley Building Industry Association, San Gabriel Valley Economic 
Partnership, Los Angeles County Farm Bureau, Ontario Chamber of Commerce, 
Palmdale Chamber of Commerce, Duarte Unified School District, Mountain View School 
District, Rosemead Elementary School District, San Gabriel Unified School District, 
Temple City Unified School District, and Westside School District. 
 
Local Public Affairs Region Managers provided presentations to community groups upon 
request and received and answered questions about the project by phone, e-mail and at 
community events.   
 
Media Outreach: 
 
SCE briefed approximately a dozen major daily newspapers, wire services, and energy 
industry publications on the proposed project, including the: Antelope Valley Press, 
Bakersfield Californian, Pasadena Star News, Whittier Daily News, San Gabriel Valley 
Tribune, Inland Valley Daily Bulletin, San Bernardino Sun, Los Angeles Daily News, 
Los Angeles Times, California Energy Markets, California Energy Circuit, Platts 
Commodity News, Reuters News Wire, and Dow Jones Wire. 
 
SCE Responses to the Public Involvement Program 
 
In response to questions from the public, a series of answers to Frequently Asked 
Questions (FAQs) was developed and mailed to all who attended the Open Houses or 
requested information.  The FAQs were also posted on the www.sce.com/tehachapi  
website.  The questions and comments included common issues such as: 

• Alternative routes 
• Electric and Magnetic Fields and the Field Management Plan 
• Noise  
• Project approval process 
• Project construction schedule and methods 
• Project and route selection process 
• Structure height and placement 
• Structure design  
• Underground technology  

 
Individual property owner questions about specific route impacts were researched and 
answers were provided.   

 
A copy of the FAQs is attached. 
 



        
Important community information concerning a proposed Southern California Edison Company project in your area

FOR OVER 100 YEARS… LIFE. POWERED BY EDISON.

Tehachapi Renewable Transmission Project

Fact SheetFact Sheet
March 2007

WHY IS THE PROJECT NEEDED?

California’s demand for electricity contin-
ues to grow. So too does its demand for 
electricity produced by renewable power 
sources such as wind. The TRTP, which 
would interconnect renewable wind energy 
to the existing electric system, would help 
meet two important state requirements 
concerning renewable resources.  First, 
state law requires that at least 20 percent 
of the electricity SCE delivers to custom-

ers be produced by renewable sources 
by 2010. New and modified transmission 
facilities are needed to help the state meet 
that target. Second, the Global Warm-
ing Solutions Act of 2006 caps California’s 
greenhouse gas emissions at 1990 levels 
by 2020. Wind generation does not emit 
greenhouse gases.  By interconnecting 
renewable wind power, the TRTP can help 
meet these targets.

Currently, energy developers are plan-
ning new “wind farms” in an area of Kern 
County referred to as the “Tehachapi Wind 
Resource Area” that would help meet 
the demand for more renewable power. 
Although SCE does not have an ownership 
interest in any of the proposed wind farms, 
SCE is required to construct extensions of 
its transmission system to these proposed 
wind farms so that wind power can be 
delivered into the state’s energy grid.   

In order to increase its ability to deliver this 
renewable wind energy to customers, SCE 
must upgrade its transmission lines and 
substations south of the Tehachapi Wind 
Resource Area by constructing the TRTP. 
These upgrades are also necessary to 
serve Southern California’s overall grow-
ing demand for electricity.  

PROJECT LOCATION AND 
DESCRIPTION
The proposed TRTP would extend from 
eastern Kern County to the city of Ontario 
in San Bernardino County.  In all but a few 
areas, the project would be constructed in 
existing utility rights-of-way (ROW), replac-
ing or upgrading existing SCE facilities. In 
the areas where new ROWs are needed, 
SCE would need to acquire a ROW ranging 
between 100 feet and 300 feet wide. One 
new substation and upgrades at existing 
substations are also proposed. 

The accompanying maps in this master 
fact sheet and the local inserts provide a 
visual representation of the project. Also, 
the section of this fact sheet entitled “Path 
of Electricity” may help explain some of the 
terms and ideas discussed here.

The TRTP consists of the following 
elements, which include Segments 4 
through 11 (Segments 1, 2, and 3 were 
addressed in previous, separate proceed-
ings, as explained below):

The TRTP consists of these elements:

Segment 4 – Construction of the new 
Whirlwind Substation in Kern County west 
of Rosamond. This 500/220 kV substa-
tion would be connected to the proposed 
Cottonwind Substation1 by a new four-mile 
double-circuit, 220 kilovolt (kV) transmis-
sion line and to SCE’s existing Antelope 
Substation in west Lancaster by a new 14-
mile 500 kV transmission line.  Construction 
would be in a new ROW, parallel to the 
existing ROW.

Southern California Edison Company (SCE) proposes to construct the 
Tehachapi Renewable Transmission Project (TRTP). The TRTP would 
include new and upgraded electric transmission lines and substations 
between eastern Kern County and the city of Ontario in San Bernardino 
County.  The project is needed to interconnect renewable wind power 
generated in the Tehachapi area to the existing electric transmission system 
to meet the increasing demand of electricity in Southern California.

1 	 Cottonwind Substation is currently undergoing environmental review by the County of Kern in conjunction with a proposed wind farm development under an existing 
application.

HOW THIS FACT SHEET  
IS ORGANIZED
The TRTP traverses three counties and 
numerous municipalities and unincor-
porated county areas. This master fact 
sheet is designed to provide a high-
level overview of the entire project. 
For more specific information, SCE has 
prepared specific inserts that provide 
greater detail at the local level. All of 
these materials are available at SCE 
facilities listed on the last page and 
are accessible on SCE’s Web site:  
www.sce.com/tehachapi. 
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Fact Sheet Supplement

Because the scope of the TRTP is so extensive, SCE has 
prepared this community information in order to provide 
more detail about the portions of the project proposed 
to be built in your area. All of the zone maps are avail-
able on request and may also be found on the project 
Web site at www.sce.com/tehachapi.  Please note that 
there may be some overlap of the zones and that some 
segments are in several geographic areas.  

ZONE A, KERN COUNTY
This portion of the proposed project is bounded by 
Highway 58 on the north and the Los Angeles County 
line on the south and from Highway 14 on the east to 
approximately 180th Street West on the west.

As shown in the descriptions and map below, portions 
of Segments 4 and 9 and all of Segment 10 are in Kern 
County. These segments include new transmission lines 
that require the acquisition of new right-of-way (ROW), 
the construction of a new substation and modification 
of other substations which are a part of the Antelope 
Transmission Project (ATP).  Segment 3 (in green) 
and Substations One and Two were a part of a previ-
ous application for the Antelope Transmission Project 
(ATP), filed with the CPUC in December of 2004 and 
amended in September of 2005. For additional Informa-
tion on ATP, please go to the SCE Web site at www.sce.
com/antelope. 

Segment 4 - Construct Whirlwind Substation. To collect 
energy from proposed wind farms and bring it into the 
SCE transmission system, a new 500/220 kV substa-
tion (to be named Whirlwind) will be needed west of 
Rosamond. Located approximately 14 miles north-
west of the existing Antelope Substation in Lancaster, 
Whirlwind Substation will be located adjacent to the 
existing SCE transmission corridor (Midway-Vincent 
500 kV line). SCE has identified three possible sites for 
the substation along the route, a primary and two alter-
nate locations. The proposed locations are near 170th 
Street West, south of Rosamond Blvd. SCE will acquire 
approximately 80 acres for the substation.  

- Construct a new 14-mile transmission line. Whirlwind 
Substation will be connected to the Antelope Substa-
tion in west Lancaster by a new 14-mile, single-circuit 
500 kV transmission line. The proposed route parallels 

the current SCE transmission ROW (Midway-Vincent 
500 kV) from approximately 170th Street West, south 
of Rosamond Blvd. in Kern County (Zone A) to 92nd 
Street West and Avenue J in Lancaster (Zone B).  SCE 
will acquire 200 feet of additional ROW adjacent to the 
existing transmission lines.

- Construct a new 4-mile transmission line.  Whirlwind 
Substation will be connected to the Cottonwind Substa-
tion, proposed by a private wind developer, which is 
undergoing review for a conditional use permit through 
Kern County. Contact Kern County if you would like 
additional information. The proposed location of Cotton-
wind Substation is approximately four miles northwest 
of the SCE proposed Whirlwind Substation.  A new 
4-mile, double-circuit 220 kV transmission line will 
be constructed in 200 feet of new ROW that SCE will 
acquire adjacent to the existing transmission lines. 

Segment 9 - Upgrade Substations - SCE plans new 
electric facilities to meet demand expected in the near 
future as well as for the longer term.  When circum-
stances suggest that “building twice” can and should 
be avoided, SCE proposes to build facilities to meet both 
near-and long-term needs. In order to maximize use of 
existing transmission line ROW, and minimize environ-
mental impacts, a number of the facilities in the project 
will be constructed to 500 kV standards in the early 
phases, but SCE proposes to operate them initially at 
220 kV. This will limit significant waste associated with 
multiple tear-down and rebuild construction activities 
when a higher capacity is needed. Work performed in 
Segment 9 at various substation locations will upgrade 
the system to the planned capacity of 500 kV.  

-  Windhub Substation west of Mojave, which will be 
built during Segment 3 of the Antelope Transmission 
Project, will be upgraded with the equipment needed 
to increase operating voltage to 500 kV.

-  Capacitor banks will be installed at both Windhub and 
the proposed Whirlwind 55/200 kV Substations.

Segment 10 - Construct a new 15-mile transmission 
line. The Whirlwind and Windhub Substations will be 
connected by constructing a new 15-mile, single-circuit 
500 kV transmission line.  Approximately 330 feet of new 
ROW will be required for this transmission line.

March 2007

INTRODUCTION This information supplements the Tehachapi Renewable 
Transmission Project (TRTP) Master Fact Sheet, which provides general 
information about the project, including brief segment-by-segment descriptions 
and an overall project map.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
www.sce.com/tehachapi

If you have any questions or comments about the 
Project or Zone A, or would like to be added to 
the project mailing list, please contact:

 Alis Clausen
(661) 726-5608 

Alis.Clausen@sce.com 
SCE Antelope Service Center 

42060 10th St. West 
Lancaster, CA 93534

GLOSSARY
Segment – line segment or other work as 

described in CPUC documents

TRTP – Tehachapi Renewable Transmission  
Project, Segments 4-11

ATP – Antelope Transmission Project, previously 
filed, segments 1-3

Zones – geographic areas used to provide more 
detailed maps and specific descriptions

Terms – see Master Fact Sheet or also visit http://
www.edison.com/pressroom/glossary.asp

Important community information concerning a proposed Southern California Edison Company (SCE) project in east Kern County

Tehachapi Renewable Transmission Project and 
Your Community – Zone A

85-190 ft.

TYPICAL 500 kV SINGLE-CIRCUIT TOWER



10
500 kV

Los Angeles County

Kern County

10
500 kV

4
500 kV

10A
500 kV

10B
500 kV

4
220Kv

3
500 kV

3
220 kV

M o j a v eM o j a v e

R o s a m o n dR o s a m o n d

G o l d e n
H i l l s

G o l d e n
H i l l s

Tomo-Kahni
SHP

COTTONWINDCOTTONWIND

WHIRLWINDWHIRLWIND

WINDHUBWINDHUB

HIGHWINDHIGHWIND

TEHACHAPITEHACHAPI

T
eh

ac
ha

pi
W

i ll
o

w
S

p
ri

ng
s

R
d

Oak Creek Rd

60
th

S
t

H igh line Rd

M
o

ja
ve

T
ro

pi
co

R
d

W Rosamond Blvd

202

Backus Rd

E Tehachapi Blvd

S
and

Canyon

Rd

14

90
th

S
t

D e nn is on Rd

Tehachap i BlvdS
C

ur
ry

S
t

Cheyenne Ave

Randsburg Ctf

Si lve r Queen Rd

Valley Blvd

Backus RdBackus Rd

58

14

202

14

T:
\S

C
E

_T
R

TP
\d

el
iv

er
ab

le
s\

P
ro

je
ct

Zo
ne

M
ap

s\
Zo

ne
M

ap
A

.m
xd

-
03

-0
6-

20
07

12
.1

0
A

M

COUNTY BOUNDARY

LEGEND

INCORPORATED CITIES

CENSUS DESIGNATED PLACE

PUBLIC & CONSERVATION LANDS

USDA FS

BLM

DOD

WILDERNESS
AREA

TRTP PROPOSED ROUTE

SEGMENTS 1, 2 & 3
ATP PROPOSED ROUTE

SEGMENTS 4 - 11
ALTERNATES 10A, 10B

STATE

ROADS
LIMITED ACCESS
HIGHWAY
MAJOR ROAD/RAMP

RAIL

Source: Southern California Edison; Tele Atlas North
America, Inc./Geographic Data Technology, Inc.;
California Resources Agency Legacy Project 2005;
City of Los Angeles; Kern County.

NAD 1983 UTM Zone 11N

0 1 2 3
Miles

1 inch equals 2.5 miles 1:158,400

ZO NE A

SUBSTATIONS

FUTURE
SUBSTATION




