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Question 004:  
SCE considers any Fire Potential Index (FPI) score above 12 “high risk”.2 In its PSPS postevent 
reports in 2020, SCE identified many circuits as “elevated” risk with an FPI score of 12. 
a) Please explain the distinction between “elevated” risk and “high” risk. 
b) How does the distinction between “elevated” and “high” risk affect SCE’s PSPS 
decision-making? 
 
Response to Question 004:  
SCE’s Fire Potential Index (FPI) is broken into three categories: Normal, Elevated, and Extreme. 
The FPI breakpoints for these categories are as follows: 
Normal – FPI < 12 
Elevated – FPI >= 12 and FPI < 15 
Extreme – FPI >= 15  
 
SCE will initiate PSPS if the FPI is 12 or greater which is considered “high risk” for wildfires even 
though FPI values between 12 and 15 are in the “Elevated” category. If PSPS wind speed and FPI 
criteria are met, SCE will begin to notify its customers about potential proactive de-energizations, 
so in this case there is no distinction between “elevated” risk and “high” risk. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


